
Answers to Questions – Updates about the 

Beachwood-Sparks Force Main Replacement 

and Pump Station Upgrade Project 
 
 

The City of Burbank (City) owns and operates a sewer collection system that includes approximately 

230 miles of sewer pipelines, the Burbank Water Reclamation Plant (BWRP) and two sewer pump 

stations. The Beachwood Pump Station is a critical part of the system. Located at Mountain View 

Park near the intersection of Riverside Drive and Beachwood Drive, the pump station collects raw 

sewage from the southern portion of Burbank and transports it via more than two miles of pipeline 

to be treated at the BWRP. 

Both the Beachwood Pump Station and Beachwood Force Main Pipeline were constructed in 1972 

and are in need of upgrades. The aging 18-inch pipeline has failed on multiple occasions, resulting 

in sewer spills.  

In addition, a recent data collection period showed that he Beachwood Pump Station’s maximum 

pumping capacity is significantly less than the desired capacity originally designed. In order to 

address the health and safety of residents, maintain regulatory compliance and avoid unnecessary 

costs for rate payers, the existing pipeline and the existing pumps at the Beachwood Pump Station 

must be replaced. 

 

Project Benefits: 
 Increased reliability and pumping capacity. 

 Significantly reduced risk of sewage spills. 

 New street paving upon completion of construction. 

 Long range cost savings over alternatives. 

 The ability to process an increased capacity of Burbank sewage at the BWRP, rather than 

sending sewage to the City of Los Angeles for processing, which could significantly 

impact Burbank sewer service rates and Burbank’s recycled water availability. 

 

What to Expect During Construction: The City’s Public Works project team will closely 

monitor construction activities in an effort to minimize the impact to residences, schools, 

businesses and community organizations. However, as with any construction project, the 

community can expect the following during construction: 

 Access to residences, businesses, schools, sports fields and parks in the project area will 

remain available during most of the day and evenings. 

 Access by emergency vehicles will be available at all times. 

 Increased truck and construction traffic. 

 Localized noise and dust. 

 Residents and business owners will be notified of the construction schedule prior to the start 

of construction in each area. 

 Signage will be posted to help direct traffic. 

Construction Process: 
The pipeline will be constructed using the open trench construction method, which consists of 

excavation, laying the pipe and dewatering. Micro-tunneling construction will take place at several 

of the intersections, which will allow the intersections to remain open during construction. 

 All construction will be conducted in accordance with City ordinances. 

 Every effort will be made to minimize disruptions and impacts, including traffic and equestrian 

access, noise and dust. 



 Open trenches will be barricaded, covered or fenced at the end of each workday and 

noise levels will be monitored to ensure compliance with City noise ordinances. 

 City staff will supervise the project to ensure that work is completed as quickly and efficiently 
as possible, and that the safety and welfare of our residents are emphasized at all times. 

  

Construction Timeline - Update: 
The new 24” Force Main construction and installation phase of this project started on January 6, 

2016 south of Mountain View Park and moved west along Riverside Dr., then north along 

Sparks St. and then east along Chandler Blvd. to Victory Blvd. T h e  tunneling installation 

activities at the intersections of Olive Avenue/Verdugo Avenue, Magnolia Boulevard and on 

Victory Boulevard under the railroad spur are also complete. 

  

The next work phase will begin at the Beachwood Pump Station and at the Burbank Water 

Reclamation Plant.  Both facilities will be retrofitted for pump equipment and facility upgrades. 

The upgrade work-phase is scheduled to begin the week after the Labor Day holiday, for 

approximately 6-8 weeks.   

 

After the Beachwood Pump Station and Burbank Water Reclamation Plant facility upgrades are 

complete, the streets affected by this project are scheduled to be repaved in late October to 

mid-November 2016. 

 
The City of Burbank understands that construction in and around your neighborhood may 
impact those who live and work here.  We understand that you may have questions and 
concerns. With that in mind, we have assigned a Community Liaison to assist you during 
construction. Your Community Liaison is Jill DeCriscio. She is available to help you 
communicate with the project team.  You can reach Jill through the Construction Hotline 
at: 800-283-3870. 

 


